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OVERVIEW
As technology advances and the demand for reliable, faster broadband services increases, utility pole owners are faced with
increasing pressure to allow wireless and small cell attachments on their poles. But who will pay? What rights do the utilities and
pole owners have regarding their own assets? Wading through the waters of joint use agreements can be difficult, especially if
these agreements are not up to date. Add increasing pressure from the FCC, strict timelines, and low rental rates, electric utilities
don’t always know what their best options are, but it doesn’t have to be that way.
This course will provide attendees with the experience, tools, and education that will help them learn how to efficiently monitor
their assets and gain money back that they might have previously lost on rental rates and contracts. The course will include
the history of joint use, how it has changed through the years, and will answer the 5 W’s of joint use. Through a PowerPoint
presentation and open discussion, attendees will learn from not only the instructor, but from their peers as well in order to
identify what the best practices are in regards to joint use management.
By drawing from personal experience, the instructor will answer important questions regarding joint use today, including, but not
limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How does joint use affect a utility?
What rights do attaching companies have today?
How does the National Electric Safety Code (NESC) apply to the utilities and attaching companies?
Who controls a joint use pole?
Challenges for third party companies
What is the difference between joint use and joint ownership?
What is a violation?
What is a cost causer?
Why does the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) get involved with joint use?
What is the difference between the Public Utility Commission (PUC) and the FCC?

LEARNING OUTCOMES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss how joint use started and where it is going
Identify the difference in proposal types
Define what a joint use violation is and the variety of different types
Explain what a cost causer is
Recognize why joint use is so important
Identify how joint use affects the company’s bottom line
Create an environment where joint use is not the enemy
Explain what controls joint use
Recognize the importance of the National Electric Safety Code (NESC)
Describe the differences between joint use and joint ownership
Identify how to determine a cost causer
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AGENDA
MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2017
8:00 - 8:30 am

Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Course Timing
•
•

Overview - History of Joint Use
Reasons for Joint Use
o Multiple Utility Companies
o Increase of Cable Television and Internet Providers
• How Does Joint Use Work?
o The 5 W’s of Joint Use
o Joint Ownership Policies
		 - How poles are broken down and owned by several utility companies
		 - Which owner controls the pole?
		 - “Ownership Parity”
• Agreements between Electricity Provider and Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC)
o Additional Pole Owners – What Role do They Play?
		 - Municipalities
		 - City
		 - State
		 - Private organizations
o The Role of Third Party Attachers
o Competitive Local Exchange Carriers (CLEC)
o Cable Television Providers
o Communication Providers
12:00 – 1:00 pm

Group Luncheon
•

•

•

Agreements between Electricity Provider and Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC) 		
(contined)
o How Does the NESC Affect Joint Use?
o The Balance of Power for Attachments
o Proposals and The Different Types
o Paper or Electronic
Challenges of Joint Use
o Communication Is Key!
o Pole Maintenance- Who’s Responsible?
o What is a Cost Causer?
o What is a Violation and What are the Different Types?
Responsibilities of the Pole Owner
o Pole Inspection
o Coordination of the Various Attachers
o Risk Management
o Safety and Environmental Compliance
o Public Right of Way
o Emergency Response
o Understand What Controls Joint Use
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AGENDA
TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017
8:00 - 8:30 am

Continental Breakfast

8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Course Timing
•
•

•
•

Joint Use Agreements
NESC Mandates Required and the Code Rights for Third Party Licensing Companies
o Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
o National Electrical Safety Code (NESC)
o Public Utility Commissions (PUCs) / Public Service Commissions (PSCs)
Overview of Current Regulations
o What Rights do Pole Owners Have?
o What Rights do Communication Companies Have?
Discussion of What can be Expected Regarding Joint Use and New Technology

INSTRUCTOR
Larry Thompson, COO
President, UtiliServ Solutions Inc.

Mr. Thompson has over four decades of experience in the electric energy industry. He is the present owner
of UtiliServ Solutions Inc., located in Hudson Ohio, which specializes in data collection, pole data analysis,
double wood, distribution surveys, utility pole consulting for the electric, telephone, and broadband
industries.
Mr. Thompson’s experience working for the Ohio Edison Electric Company “A First Energy Company”
developed layers of knowledge regarding line construction, line operations, engineering, GIS conversion
coordination, storm restoration, and joint use management that allowed him to create processes and
procedures to create a Joint Use Department to manage the dynamics of joint use.
Larry has spoken at many joint use conferences across the country. His desire is to build a knowledge
base of joint use to simplify what it really means for all companies. Mr. Thompson specializes in the NESC
“National Electric Safety Code” in reference to utility line construction. Mr. Thompson’s desire to educate
the industry on joint use is a passion because of the misunderstandings in the operations side of the
industry.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL
COMPLETION OF PROGRAM
Participants must sign in/out each day and be in attendance for the entirety of the course to be eligible for continuing education
credit.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
PowerPoint and open discussion will be used in this course.

PROCEEDINGS
The proceedings of the course will be published, and one copy will be distributed to each registrant at the course.

EVENT LOCATION
A room block has been reserved at the The Westin Michigan Avenue, 909 N. Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL 60611, for the nights of
April 9-10, 2017. Room rates are $229 plus applicable tax. Call 1-312-943-7200 for reservations and mention the EUCI event to get
the group rate. The cutoff date to receive the group rate is March 12, 2017 but as there are a limited number of rooms available at
this rate, the room block may close sooner. Please make your reservations early.

IACET CREDITS
EUCI has been accredited as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education
and Training (IACET). In obtaining this accreditation, EUCI has demonstrated that it complies with the ANSI/IACET
Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of their Authorized Provider
status, EUCI is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for its programs that qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standard.
EUCI is authorized by IACET to offer 1.0 CEUs for the course.
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Please make checks payable to: “PMA"

EVENT LOCATION
A room block has been reserved at the The Westin
Michigan Avenue, 909 N. Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL 60611,
for the nights of April 9-10, 2017. Room rates are $229 plus
applicable tax. Call 1-312-943-7200 for reservations and
mention the EUCI event to get the group rate. The cutoff
date to receive the group rate is March 12, 2017 but as
there are a limited number of rooms available at this rate,
the room block may close sooner.
Please make your reservations early.

PLEASE REGISTER
JOINT USE 101 COURSE:
APRIL 10-11, 2017: US $1395,
Early bird on or before March 24, 2017: US $1195

How did you hear about this event? (direct e-mail, colleague, speaker(s), etc.)
Print Name		

Job Title

Company
What name do you prefer on your name badge? 			
Address
City

State/Province

Zip/Postal Code

Phone		

Country

Email

List any dietary or accessibility needs here
CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Name on Card		

Account Number

Billing Address		

Billing City

Billing Zip Code/Postal Code		

Exp. Date

Billing State

Security Code (last 3 digits on the back of Visa
and MC or 4 digits on front of AmEx)

OR Enclosed is a check for $

to cover

registrations.

Substitutions & Cancellations
Your registration may be transferred to a member of your organization up to 24 hours in advance of the event. Cancellations must be received on or before March 10,
2017 in order to be refunded and will be subject to a US $195.00 processing fee per registrant. No refunds will be made after this date. Cancellations received after
this date will create a credit of the tuition (less processing fee) good toward any other EUCI event. This credit will be good for six months from the cancellation date.
In the event of non-attendance, all registration fees will be forfeited. In case of course cancellation, EUCI’s liability is limited to refund of the event registration fee
contactour
our
offices
at (201) 871-0474.
only. For more information regarding administrative policies, such as complaints and refunds, please contact
offices
at 303-770-8800.
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